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June 18, 2026



Helping Michigan municipalities navigate 
state and federal funding opportunities

The MI Funding Hub is a joint venture of The Michigan Municipal League and the 
Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Opportunity (LEO). 

We aggregate grant opportunities and support municipal grant seekers through our 
website, newsletters, and webinars. 



Team Introductions

Shanna Draheim, 
Director of Policy 
Research Labs

Jada Tillison Love Porter
Program Coordinator

Agnes Krahn, 
Communications 
Associate



Polling Activity



Agenda

• MI Funding Hub Recap
• Guest Speakers

• Jennifer Rupp, Michigan Humanities
• Rebecca Heisel, Great Plains Institute

• Grant Updates
• Wrap Up & Adjourn



MI Funding Hub Review 
• Federal and State of Michigan grants database

• Articles, toolkits, and other resources

• Ongoing newsletter and webinars



Guest Speaker
Jennifer Rupp
President and CEO
Michigan Humanities





Guest Speaker

Rebecca Heisel
Program Manager
Great Plains Institute
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Rebecca Heisel

Program Manager 
Great Plains Institute

Your Charging Smart Technical Assistance Provider

Your Charging Smart Technical Assistance Provider

2



Charging Smart provides free 
technical assistance and national 
recognition to local governments to 
facilitate the adoption of electric 
vehicles EVsand EV charging for 
their residents and businesses.

What Is Charging Smart?

What Is Charging Smart?
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Charging Smart is available to any city 
or county government in the U.S. 
(including U.S. territories) with land 
use authority. Regional organizations 
are also eligible under a separate 
designation pathway.

Who Can Join Charging Smart?

Who Can Join Charging Smart?
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• Supplement and leverage staff 
capacity and funding

• Amplify impacts of state and 
federal funding

• Remove unnecessary barriers
• Decreased soft costs
• EV market growth

Benefits of Charging Smart

Benefits of Charging Smart
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• Clear pathway to achieve designation
• Vetted best practices and implementation 

strategies
• Guidebooks, templates, and model language
• Tailored support to communities at all levels
• Meet your communityʼs adopted goals and 

implement plans
• Effectively address critical concerns including:

• Land use and zoning regulations
• Permitting

Expert Technical Assistance

Expert Technical Assistance
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• Celebrate your communityʼs 
accomplishments

• Be recognized as a national 
leader

• Send a signal that your 
community is “open for EV 
chargingˮ
• Attract new business
• Create new jobs
• Spur economic growth
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Charging Smart Designation

Charging Smart Designation

Representatives of Minnesota cities pose with their Charging Smart recognitions.



Charging Smart Action Categories

Charging Smart Action Categories

Planning Regulation Utility 
Engagement

Government 
Operations

Education and 
Incentives Shared Mobility
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Designation Structure

Designation Structure
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80 points 150 points
300 points



Designation Requirements

Designation Requirements
Total General Points: 80
Specific Required Criteria:

Required Points From Specific Categories:

Points From Any Action(s): 20

• Review zoning requirements and identify barriers to EV charging
• Adopt a standard EV charging infrastructure permit application process
• Develop a charging infrastructure permitting checklist
• Meet with utilities to discuss EV collaboration opportunities

Planning: 10 points
Education &Incentives: 15 points
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Designation Requirements

Designation Requirements
Total General Points: 150
Specific Required Criteria:

Required Points From Specific Categories:

Points From Any Action(s): 40

All specific Bronze requirementsplus:
• Permit chargers as an accessory use by right
• Allow EVSE charging stalls to count towards minimum parking requirements
• Complete an initial municipal fleet analysis

Utility Engagement: 20 points
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Designation Requirements

Designation Requirements
Total General Points: 300
Specific Required Criteria:

Points From Any Action(s): 105 120

All specific Bronze &Silverrequirementsplus:
• Address EVs and charging infrastructure in functional or comprehensive plan
• Establish standard approval timelines and provide all initial comments at one time
• Adopt an EV readiness ordinance or define primary EV charging as its own use
• Install a public charger
• Complete a comprehensive fleet electrification assessment and implementation 

plan.
• Purchase an EV for the municipal fleet
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Upcoming Opportunities

Upcoming Opportunities

1. Individual participation:
• Work through the program individually at your own pacing

2. Bronze designation cohort:
● Join a group of peer communities across the Midwest to work toward

together
● Cohort kick-off is in August and will last about 10 months



Next Steps

Next Steps

1. TA Kickoff Form:
Complete the notification of intent 
form to start your technical 
assistance, approved by local 
representative.

2. Self-Assessment:
Complete a short form reviewing 
your jurisdictionʼs EV programs, 
goals, challenges, and completed 
actions.

3. Learn More:
Program Guide

https://irecusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Charging-Smart-Program-Guide-v2.0-FINAL.pdf
https://irecusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Charging-Smart-Program-Guide-v2.0-FINAL.pdf


Rebecca Heisel 
rheisel@gpisd.net
Program Manager 
Great Plains Institute

Your Charging Smart Contact

Your Charging Smart Contact
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mailto:rheisel@gpisd.net


Questions?



Program Updates and Featured Grant 
Opportunities



Michigan Department of Environment, 
Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE)

Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) 
Preliminary Deadline: November 11, 2026

This fund provides low-interest loans to counties, cities, villages, townships, authorities, and 
other public entities created under state law for projects that improve water quality and protect 
public health. It provides a revolving financing source for statewide wastewater and 
stormwater infrastructure as well as nonpoint source (NPS) pollution control needs.

https://mifundinghub.org/funding-opportunities/?grant=12949


MI Department of Transportation

National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Grants 
Deadline: August 7, 2026

Statewide deployment of National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (NEVI)-compliant charging infrastructure 
to support the program’s goals of closing geographic gaps, supporting medium-duty vehicles and fleets, 
improving charger reliability and user experience, promoting equitable access and aligning charging 
investments with economic development, tourism and long-term grid considerations.

The scope of work includes the design, construction, operations and maintenance of electric vehicle (EV) 
charging sites deployed as part of this project. A typical NEVI site includes a minimum of four network-
connected direct current (DC) 150 kilowatt (kW) charging ports capable of simultaneously and 
continuously charging four EVs that is available for use by the public

https://www.michigan.gov/mdot/business/contractors/innovativecontracting/national-electric-vehicle-infrastructure-3


Michigan DNR

Snowmobile Trail Improvement Fund - Recreational Snowmobile Trail Grant
Deadline: July 1, 2026
Award Amount: Not Specified

The purpose of the Snowmobile Trail Improvement Fund Grant program is to provide financial 
assistance to local units of government and incorporated nonprofit groups for the development and 
maintenance of snowmobile trails and facilities as a part of a designated statewide Snowmobile Trail 
system. Eligible applicants include counties, townships, cities, villages, and nonprofit organizations 
and clubs. Individuals are not eligible. Funds are available for the development of new snowmobile 
trails; maintenance of existing trails including grooming, signing and brushing of the trails; leases, 
easements or permits for public snowmobile trails on private lands; comprehensive/collision 
insurance for grooming equipment and trail liability insurance; and special maintenance projects 
such as bridge repairs, erosion control, and trail relocation.

https://mifundinghub.org/funding-opportunities/?grant=14267
https://mifundinghub.org/funding-opportunities/?grant=14267
https://mifundinghub.org/funding-opportunities/?grant=14267


Closing
What’s Next?

• Our next webinar is Thursday, August 20th @ 10am
• Grants are continually being added to the database
• Sign up for the newsletter or forward to a friend! 



Contact Us

Sign up for monthly newsletters
https://mml.org/programs-services/mifundinghub/signup/

https://mml.org/programs-services/mifundinghub/signup/
https://mml.org/programs-services/mifundinghub/signup/
https://mml.org/programs-services/mifundinghub/signup/


Thank you!
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